Pilocytic astrocytoma of the adult--clinical features, radiological features and management.
Pilocytic astrocytoma is a histological subtype of astrocytoma classically located in the cerebellum of children and young adults. Cases occurring over the age of 30 years are rare and have not been classified in terms of their clinical features and management. Suitable cases were identified using diagnostic coding and by reviewing a neuropathology database. Casenotes and neuroradiology were reviewed retrospectively. Ten cases were identified over a 6 year period with an incidence of 0.49 cases per million population per year. Tumours were equally distributed between the supra- and infra-tentorial spaces. The most common symptom was headache occurring in 90%. No patient suffered seizures. Total macroscopic treatment remains the treatment of choice. Pilocytic astrocytoma of the adult is a rare tumour with a favourable prognosis.